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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

As we seek to learn the details of the
issues before us and as we endeavor to
understand all certainties, it is our
prayer, O gracious God, that we will
also gain a heart of wisdom. For we
know that Your spirit is working with-
in us when we have insight and discern-
ment and sound judgment. Remind us
always, O God, that it is not wise sim-
ply to observe events or to know all
the facts, for the scripture proclaims
that “‘the fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom, and the knowledge of
the Holy One is insight.”” Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Kentucky [Mr. BAESLER] will lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BAESLER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recog-
nize 10, 1-minutes on each side.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment a concurrent reso-
lution of the House of the following
title:

H. Con. Res. 89. Concurrent resolution
waiving provisions of the Legislative Reor-
ganization Act of 1970 requiring adjournment
of Congress by July 31.

SUPPORT H.R. 1834, THE OSHA
REFORM ACT

(Mr. NORWOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the Secretary of Labor issued a so-
called analysis that supposedly showed
that Republican OSHA reforms would
lead to more workplace injuries. This
is outrageous fearmongering. Instead
of playing politics, the Secretary
should be finding an answer for the
question we have asked: Why, after
spending over $4 billion, is there so lit-
tle evidence that OSHA has made a
real impact on reducing injuries and
deaths?

The Secretary is fond of noting that
injury rates have been declining since
OSHA'’s birth in 1970, but he rarely
mentions that those rates have been
dropping, indeed, since 1946. Perhaps
the Secretary just does not want to
consider the real world. Maybe he is
just too busy trying to figure out that
government can run our lives to think
that OSHA really is a failure.

It is time the American taxpayer in-
sisted that OSHA spend at least half of
its funds on health and safety in the
workplace, rather than hiring dictators
to fine small businesses.

KEEPING THE EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY PROMISE

(Mr. BAESLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BAESLER. Mr. Speaker, in 1994,
the Federal Government spent less
than 2 percent of the Federal budget
educating the Nation’s children. Now
some in Congress are saying on the one
hand that American children need to
compete with the children of other na-
tions—in other words that education is
a national priority. On the other hand
they are saying, let’s spend less. | ask
my colleagues, ‘‘Is education a na-
tional priority or not?”

The overwhelming majority of Fed-
eral education spending goes toward
evening the odds for disadvantaged
children in America. Yet some would
ask me to support a funding bill that
would cut title | funding which helps
students from disadvantaged back-
grounds with the three R’s. They ask
me to support this bill even though it
would deny this important funding to
19,100 Kentucky students.

I am not ready to pull the edu-
cational rug out from under these Kids.
I firmly believe that the promise of
America is equal opportunity, not
equal outcomes. But | also believe title
I is the kind of program that provides
such equal opportunity and puts the
Nation’s money where its mouth is.

EVERY AMERICAN SHOULD KNOW
WHAT IS IN THE MEDICARE
TRUSTEES REPORT

(Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, it has been said that Republicans
live in paranoid fear that the American
people will not discover the truth and
that the Democrats live in paranoid
fear that they will discover the truth.
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